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~ IMAGINE GROWING UP MOSTLY ALONE, = 


WITH THE BELIEF YOU ARE THE LAST OF YOUR KIND, 
NEVER HAVING A FRIEND JUST LIKE YOU. 
You may wit UKE Le you MAY EVEN RESENT iT. 


THIS: uns EEN MNUtentEs: REALITY ror most 
OF HIS UFE, Now,. UPON. REDISCOVERING 
THE LOST CITY OF EcHONAOPOLIS, w azcns 10 
“DAWN ON HIM THAT UFE AS HE KNEW r Was ust 
AN ILLUSION, WITH HIS TRAVELING COMPANIONS, 
| ARCHIMEDES AND JULIE-SU, SERVING aS CONSTANT. 
| "REMINDERS THAT. THERE STILL REMAINS 
ALOT HE DOESN’ T KNOW or UNDERSTAND, 
| KMUCKLES SEEKS OUT THE ANSWERS. TO THE 
re OuESTIONS T THAT onrinue TO HAUNT HIM, 
waar HE FINDS WILL RE MORE 
THAN HE BARGAINED FOR... 
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THAT’S ALL! (\ 
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FORGIVE ME, GENERAL, 
R PISTURBING YOU; 
BUT I THOUGHT-- 
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ONCE AGAIN,GERBIL, WE MUST 


DEAL WITH THE QLRSEP ECHIDNAS ) 
ANP THEIR EXPERIMENTS ! 
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ASSEMBLE A CRACK TEAM Y 
OF COMMANDOS, GERBIL; 
ANP WAIT FOR FURTHER 
ORPERS ! 
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JUST WHEN T HAD ALL BUT 
RESIGNED WYSELF TO OUR 
COLLECTIVE FATE, IT SEEMS 
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THE FACT YOURE 
HERE TELLS 
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) GONE WRONG ! 
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OR, AT 
LEAST, THAT 
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LOG ENTRY 366, 
HAWKING REPORTING, 
THIS IS THEF/F TH 
STORAGE VEPOT I'VE 
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OH, HO! 
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COMPREHEND IT, YES ! BLIT THEY 
WEREN'T “WWOVATORS ! 


7 THEY COULON’T 
CONCEPTUALIZE ! THEY 
COU? ONLY COPY AN? AVAPT 
THAT WHICH THEY EARNED 

DM FROM OTHERS !| 


HAV SOMETHING 
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REPORTING. OUR WORST = 
FEARS HAVE BEEN KEAL/ZEL... Gi 
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| / THEIR /GNORANCE ALMOST 
DESTROY ECHIPNAOPOLIS, 
JIT NEARLY ERADICATED? 
THEM AS WELL! 
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THAT'S NOT 
IMPORTANT! 
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SIGHT OF THE WU/CLEAR TERROR 
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AT FIRST GLANCE, IT APPEARED WE 
WOLULP SURVIVE THE VINGOES’ 
WITH 


HOWEVER, NOT EVEN THE ENERGY SHIELDS COULP CONTAIN 
THE KAPIOACTIVE DUST THAT CARRIED IN THE WINPS, 
SPREAPING THROUGHOUT THE FLOATING ISLANP ! 


HOWEVER, IT DISCOVERED A POSSIBLE OPTION AM 
DIMITRI'S PAPERS, 
OF OTHER ZONES, WH OCCLIPIED THE SAME SPACE, 
BUT OPERATING AT VPIFFERENT VIBRATIONAL SPEEDS. 
WR ey 
ISLANP STOOP TO 
BE AFFECTED, 
EVACUATION WAS 
OUT OF THE QUESTION. 
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E VON'T 7] | SON, YOU HAVEN'T ANY IDEA HOW MUCH 
KHKE THAT ‘ WORK IT TOOK TO RESTORE THE 
TOVAY ! ISLANP TO WHAT IT ONCE WAS ! 


TWAS WELLOVERA 
CENTURY BEFORE THE FIRST <J 
INHABITANTS WERE RETURNED 

TO THEIR HOME 
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JUST FULL OF 
SURPRISES, 
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YOU 4 
— 


re 


(I a Sz = 8a 


T'VE NEVER SEEN | 
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HAVE MORE \ PLEASE, GRANDFATHER HAWKING, 
QUESTION THERE ISSO MUCH I AZEP 
RE ! TOKNOW ! 
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GRANDFATHER! COME WITH ME, Y 
se PLEASE ! 


THERE'S BEEN AN We SO WHAT VO YOU NI 
ATTACK! AVINGO CS ME FOR, SIR Z 
CELL HAS TAKEN = 60! 
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| PERHAPS, BUT YOU WERE WITH THE = —- 
GUARPIAN KNUCKLES, AND RIGHT WOW, * 
YOURE NEEPED TO ACCOMPANY US AS es. u 
HIS REPRESENTATIVE | yo ars 
> ' yy a EXPLAIN 
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WE DON’T NORMALLY STAN? ON ¥ 
CEREMONY, HOWEVER, IN THIS 
CASE, AMONG THE HOSTAGES 

RE THE LADY L4RA-LE A 


THAT'S v WE'VE LEARNED FROM LESSONS/AST 
IN MATTERS VEALING WITH THE 
<|  GUARDIAN'S FAMILIES THAT IT'S 
BEST TO HAVE SOMEONE WITH US 
TO CONSULT WITH ! 
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YOU MAKE THEM SOUND HIKE 
THEY'RE KOYALTY ! 
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YKNOW, YOU'RE PRETTY 
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THAT'S GOOD <q] 
TO KNOW, BUT MY 
GRAND-FA-THER... 
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